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ENGAGING SOCIOLOGY
Test Score Variations by Gender and Ethnicity

Evaluate your testing experiences and compare them to those of other groups: (see Table 10.5).

Engaging With Sociology

1.	 Do you think your scores were an accurate measure 
of your ability or achievement? Why or why not? 

2.	 Do you think your race or ethnicity, social class, or 
gender affected your scores? Why or why not? 

ACT Scores: 2013 Average SAT Scores: 2013 Average

Composite, total scores 20.9 SAT Writing, all students 488

    Male* 21.2             Male 482

    Female* 20.9              Female 493

    White 22.2               White 515 

    African American 16.9             Black/African American 417

    American Indian/Alaska Native 18               American Indian/Alaska Native 462 

    Hispanic 18.8               Hispanic 442  

    Asian American 23.5              Asian/Pacific Islanders 528 

SAT Scores: 2013  Average           

SAT Critical Reading, all students 496 SAT Math, all students 514

    Male 496             Male 531

    Female 494             Female 499

    White  528             White 535

    Black/African American 428             Black/African American 428  

    Hispanic 450              Hispanic 461 

    Asian/Pacific Islanders  518              Asian/Pacific Islander 595 

    American Indian/Alaska Native 482              American Indian/Alaska Native 489  

TABLE 10.5  ACT and SAT Scores by Sex and Race/Ethnicity 

Source: ACT 2013; College Board 2013.

* No male/female scores listed for 2012 ACT; scores reflect 2011 data.

3.	 Have your scores affected your life chances? Are 
there ways in which you have been privileged or 
disprivileged in the testing process? 

4.	 What might be some causes of the variation in test 
scores between groups or categories of students? 

(Buchmann, Condron, and Roscigno 2010). Table 10.5 
in the next “Engaging Sociology” shows differences 
in ACT (American College Test) and SAT (Scholastic 

Assessment Test) scores depending on sex, race, 
and ethnic group. Answer the questions posed as you 
engage with the sociological data below. 




